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macromolecular constituents of basement mem- 
branes has led to an interest in their role in mor- 
phogenesis and disease. The application of 
molecular biology, immunology and ultrastruc- 
tural studies has led to the concept of a dynamic 
structure-function interrelationship between the 
basement membrane matrix and the associated 
cells. 
The main part of the text is divided into six sec- 
tions comprising forty articles, each about ten 
pages in length. The sections on glycoproteins and 
proteoglycans, biosynthesis and molecular biology 
and ultrastructure and tissue localisation are con- 
cerned with the fundamental aspects of basement 
membranes. Emphasis is placed on recent findings 
rather than review material and the reader will 
therefore gain an insight into ‘the state of the art’ 
in this rapidly expanding field. A further section is 
devoted to the role of basement membranes in 
renal and lung disease, where the emphasis is 
placed on the isolation and characterisation of 
basement membrane antigens. The value of 
monoclonal and monospecific antibodies in the in- 
vestigation of the aetiology of these. important 
diseases is also demonstrated. Further papers are 
concerned with neoplastic and inflammatory 
disease. The final section on the role of basement 
membranes in morphogenesis provides a com- 
prehensive insight into this fascinating area of 
research. Twenty-two contributions to the poster 
session are also included as short two-page articles. 
The book is in a camera-ready form but the 
variation in type-face between the different articles 
does not detract from the presentation. A par- 
ticularly pleasing feature are the illustrations which 
are of a uniformly high standard and in some cases 
highly imaginative. This book is easy to read and 
should therefore appeal to the non-specialist in- 
terested in basement membranes, while the high 
quality of the authorship will ensure it a place in 
research laboratories interested in connective 
tissues. 
R.G. Price 
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The book is Volume 205 in the series Progress in 
Clinical and Biological Research and contains 
eight papers which record the proceedings of the 
10th International Symposium on Comparative 
Endocrinology. 
The first paper deals with the history of com- 
parative endocrinology and is followed by papers 
on Neuropeptides in Moluscus, Endocrine and 
Genetic Regulation of Vitellogenesis in Droso- 
phila, Prolactin Action in Teleosts, Structure- 
Activity Studies on Gonadotropin-Releasing Hor- 
mone, Suitability of The Mammalian Model in 
Reproductive Endocrinology, Growth Hormone in 
Birds and Embryonic Diapause in a Marsupial. 
Clearly, the book is not as comprehensive as sug- 
gested by the Editor but the contributions are 
generally interesting, well written and up-to-date. 
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The case that studies with lower organisms make a 
tremendous contribution to our understanding of 
mammalian endocrinology is well supported by the 
book. The appeal of the book, however, is more 
likely to be to the already informed comparative 
endocrinologists and even some mere en- 
docrinologists than to the comparative novice. It is 
more likely to find a home on the shelves of active 
research groups than of undergraduate students. 
The book is neatly produced by litho-offset of 
typed manuscript and would have been better 
value for the price if 28 of the pages had not been 
devoted to a list of names and addresses of con- 
ference participants. 
R.F. Murphy 
